
W O R D S  &  P H O T O G R A P H S  E W E N  B E L L

S H E T L A N D  I S L A N D S Wild, rug ged and remote, Scotland ’s Shetland Isles 
— more than a 100 of them — are home to pris tine 
landscapes, remarkable wildlife and a traditional 
way of life that ’s sur vived for millennia
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V O E 
Located at the head of a f jord, the 
nor thern village of Voe is the ideal base 
for exploring the mainland. Or ins tead, 
simply s tay put , savouring the epic 
scener y and quaint village bars, 
seafood res taurant s and toe -tapping 
live music venues. Arctic terns also 
f lock here, to raise their chick s. 
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S U M B U R G 
H E A D 
From March to Augus t , 
a colony of Atlantic 
puf f ins alight on the 
clif fs here to hatch and 
raise chick s. At the 
mainland ’s southern 
tip, the Sumburgh Head 
nature reser ve is famed 
for it s lighthouse, 
although the seabirds 
and orcas s teal the 
show in summer.
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S P I G G I E 
L O C H 
At sunset , the f ields 
around Spig gie Loch 
— a large, shallow 
loch in the south of 
the mainland — turn 
golden in the light , 
the low rays 
illuminating a haze of 
yellow wildf lowers. 
In contras t to the 
area’s epic, sweeping 
landscapes and vas t 
skies, the ponies of 
Shetland are 
famously diminutive.
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M O U S A 
A ferr y takes hikers 
from Leebit ton to the 
uninhabited island of 
Mousa to explore it s 
dramatic coas t and 
visit it s Iron Age broch, 
a round, dr ys tone 
tower. Having sur vived 
intact for centuries, the 
big ges t threat it  faces 
today is from nes ting 
s torm petrels .     
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