
PHOTOGRAPHYTOUR
EWENBELL+IANROLFE

DancingMonks andwinter light in the
kingdomwhere happinessmeetswisdom.

Softly softly in the landof the Thunder
Dragon. A journey from festivals to farmers
with intimatemoments and fabulous
photography. Comeandfindoutwhywe
regardBhutan as such a treasured
experience, andwhy thepeople of Bhutan
are thehappiest on earth.

November19-December03,2023
15daysfromUS$10,288
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Day 1 | Thimphu
Wearrange to arrive in Paroon the sameday, via
connections fromBangkok, Singapore or
Kathmandu.Our team inBhutan canhandle this,
alongwith the visa arrangements.

Onarrival in Parowehave a slowdrive through the
countryside to reachThimphu, andusuallymake a
few stops on theway. Normally this drive takes
about 1 hour, butwith a groupof photographerswe
like to take all afternoon.Once in Thimphuwe’ll get
acclimated to thepaceof life in Bhutan and visit
some local spots for photography anddiscussion.
Aside fromacclimating to theBhutanese culture,
Thimphuhas somebeautiful temples to visit and
will help us prepare for the cultural immersionof
Central Bhutan.

Days 2-3 | Punakha
Punakha is home tooneof themost beautiful
Dzongs in all of Bhutan canbe found, alongwith
some stunning villages andbeautiful rivers.We
have theoptionof an earlymorning hike towatch
the sunrise across the rice fields.

Days 4-6 | Phobjikha
This secluded valley gets really cold at night but
we’ll be cosy in a farmhousewith log fires andhot
stonebaths. The valley still continueswith a very
basic rural style andoffers us a chance to really
slowdownand contemplate the art of
photography. This is home to thepotato farmers
and theBlackNeckedCrane,whichwill be starting
to arrive in the valley forwinter andare easily
observed fromadistance.

Day 7 | Trongsa
This drive is beautiful anddramaticwith lots of
scenic stops along theway. Trongsa is amajor
highlight of the journeywithmy favouriteDzongof
all Bhutandominating the view. The chance to see
monks engaged in their traditions is excellent, and
there’s often a chance to seemonkeys engaged in
mischief too.

Days 8-12 | Bumthang
Bumthang isworth visiting regardless of festivals,
but thepresenceof twounique festival events on
the calendarmakes it evenbetter. No two festivals

in Bhutan are the sameandeachdayof dance
is a newexperience andnewopportunity. They
are spectacular, and a little challenging.We’ll
have time to talk about techniques plus reviews
to help us advanceour skills and try again the
next day. There aremanyother around the
Jakar valley andwe’ll have a chance to visit
someof thequiet ones.

Days 13-14 | Paro
We returnback toParo for a little pampering in
themost scenic valley Bhutanhas to offer.We’ll
get up close to the scenery in a seriouswayby
ascending the trail to the TigersNest. TheTigers
Nest is remarkable, a fitting highlight to finish
our journey.

Day 15 | Departure
Wave goodbye at the airport. Connecting flights
canbemade via Singapore, Bangkokor
Kathmandu.
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1
Experience

Bhutanand theHimalayashave
beenabackdrop tomycareer in

photography, travel and
mentoring. This part of theworld is

ahugepart ofmy life.

4
Festivals

Weselect our tourdates tomatch
upwith remote festivals far from
the tourist trail. Apowerful cultural
experienceand richphotographic

inspiration.

3
PhotoLove

Iwant you togohomewith some
incrediblephotosand I domybest to
get you to the rightplaces andoffer
the right advice. Sharing is caring!

6
LuxeHimalayas

Wehave some really lovely
accommodationon this trip, ranging
fromacosy family runguesthouse to
a luxury resort and spa. Someof the
upgradeswekeephushabout sowe

don't spoil the surprises!

2
Happiness

Travel inBhutan is not just about
photography, it's anexperience.
Whenyou love theplaceand the

people it shows in your
photography.

5
TeamBhutan
Oneof the reasons this is sucha
great tour is because I haveagreat
teambehindme. These journeys
arenot just aboutphotography– it
takes awhole teamwhocare

about your journey.
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I really love theHimalayanwinters. The angle of
light inwinter offers beautiful photographic
moments all day long, not just at dawnanddusk.
This is also thedry timeof year for Bhutan, so
there’s less humidity andplenty of sunshine.

Wedon’t travel to serious altitiude inBhutan, and
it’s very rare that the highpasseswedrive over are
impactedby snow.

Evenings canbe very cool, evendown to zero. But
once the sunlight comesover themountains it’s
wonderful and you canoften get aroundwithout
even a jacket. Our accommodation is always
toastywarmat night, sometimes toowarm if you
have awoodfire going, andnever any issueswith
rechargingbatteries or getting ahot shower!

THEWINTER
LIGHT
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Festivals are an expressionof community, not just
the temple. Every temple holds one festival each
year to invite good fortune to the villagers and
drive away thebad spirits. They are deeply
spiritual, and as guests inBhutanweneed tobe
mindful of showing suitable respect.

Every tour I run inBhutan is carefully timed to
coincidewith oneormore festivals. They are
scheduledon the lunar calendar, anddates often
shuffle a little. This iswhymost tour dates in
Bhutan are not plannedmore thana year in
advance.

I’m very cautious about choosing a festival formy
tours. I steer away from the easy to access
locations, because theremight bemore tourists
thanBhutanese.With fewexceptions,we are
certain to encounter other travellers however.
Typically they don’t stay long and thenwe’re the
only foreigners formiles around. Bybeingpatient
and takingour time,we endupwith better photos
anda fewextra blessings from themonks!

ABOUTTHE
FESTIVALS
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• Extended visits toBhutan’smostmajestic of Dzongs

• Sunrise above the rice fields and terraces

• Black-neckedCranes in Phobjikha Valley

• Private blessingswith a Lama

• Enjoy the very best of local cuisine

• Freshlymademomosat local truckstops

• Rivers andwaterfalls for slow shutter photography

•Walking through farming villages

•Winter light and sunny skies

• An abundanceof birdlife if you enjoy that challenge

• Sacred chamsat festivals performedbymonks

• Explorationof the cultural heritage andBuddhist origins

• The challengingwalk to reachTigersNest (Taktsang)

• Breath in theHimalayan air at highpasses
(such asDochu La andPele La)

TOUR
HIGHLIGHTS
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This tour is for photographers, not trekkers. There
iswalking to reach thehighest temples, but the
tour design is comfortable, achievable and
carefully balanced to suit the needs of
photographerswhowant to stop every hour and
takepictures onawhim. Enjoyment ofwalking is
essential to photography inBhutan, butwedon’t
do anyovernight treks.

Thehardest section is thewalk to TigersNest,
planned for the very endof the tour. You’ll have
had time to adjust to the elevationby this stage
andwedoa fewvery short hikes before then to
prepare for the terrain. Comingbackdown thehill
is thedifficult part, with big steps that canbe
toughon the knees.

In Bhutanwe sayGoleyGoley, or to travel “slowly
slowly”. It’s goodadvice.

HIMALAYAS
WITHOUT
THEHIKES
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Nobodywants to visit Bhutanwithout attending a
festival, but there’s a lotmore tophotographing
Bhutanese culture than their dancingmonks. The
everydaymoments arewhat I treasuremost
aboutBhutan.

Light catching the incenseduringprayer. Farmers
selling sundried chillies at themarket.Making a
pot of yak-butter tea over the fire.

I amaneditorial photographer,whichmeans I
have spentmy career telling the story. It’s not the
image thatmattersmost, butwhat the image
represents. The scenes you see in this brochure
are all capturedwhile on tour. They are genuine.
Nothing here is stagedwith stand-ins or setup in a
studio – it’s the real Bhutan and realmoments.

EDITORIAL
PHOTOGRAPHY
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Before the tour beginswe’ll discusswhat gear you
need topack tomake themost of this adventure.
The right choice of lenses andadecent laptopwill
ensure you’re fully prepared for some special
moments.

Whatever camera youhave, I canhelp youget the
most of it. I’ve beenwriting for photography
magazines and reviewing cameras for nearly a
decadenow.

The emphasis for this trip is thewide angle
opportunities, both for landscape and festivals. For
thosewhoenjoy a littlewildlifewe’ll get to see the
Black-necked cranes in Phobjikha Valley, plus I can
showyou someof the smaller birds thatmight be
harder to find.

There are a few rivers and streams thatwill appeal
for slow shutterwork aswell, but this is not the
major focus for this particular tour.

CAMERA
GEAR

.
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Not only is this adventure designed todeliver
exceptional photographic opportunities, but you
get a professional photographer included too.

I’ve been runningphotographicworkshops and
tours since 2005.My experiencewith the camera
and teaching ismatchedonly bymypassion for
creatingbespokephotographic experiences.

Every detail of the craft is open todiscussion.My
style is to emphasise the creative potential of
photographywithout gettingmired in the
technical. I will push you tobe in control of the
camera, tomake the images your own, but for
the sakeof creativity andexpression.

PROFESSIONAL
TUITION



25
BH
UT
AN

/
Ph
ot
og
ra
ph
yT
ou
rw
ith
Ew
en
Be
ll



26
BH
UT
AN

/
Ph
ot
og
ra
ph
yT
ou
rw
ith
Ew
en
Be
ll



27
BH
UT
AN

/
Ph
ot
og
ra
ph
yT
ou
rw
ith
Ew
en
Be
ll



28
BH
UT
AN

/
Ph
ot
og
ra
ph
yT
ou
rw
ith
Ew
en
Be
ll

These guys are kindof a big deal.Migratory
cranes that breed in the far north of China,
they come toBhutan in thewinterwhere the
conditions are verymild and relatively safe.
Marshes in themiddle of the valley doa
good jobof slowingdown the leopards.

In recent years they have flocked to
Phobjikha Valley andnumbers are growing.
We’ll visit the crane research centre to learn
a little about them, andmake surewe’re out
early in themorning to catch themas they
spreadacross the valley in searchof food
andwarmth.

If you’re serious about yourwildlife you’ll
need adecent telephoto lens. At least
400mm. If not, you’ll enjoy themorning light
with awide angle lens amongst thepotato
farming villages :)

BLACK-NECKED
CRANES



29
BH
UT
AN

/
Ph
ot
og
ra
ph
yT
ou
rw
ith
Ew
en
Be
ll

This is NOTawildlife tour! I have run aprivate
adventure toBhutanbefore, just for birds and
wildlife, and there certainly is a lot to enjoy in the
Himalayas if that’s your jam!

While this tour is not for birding, I amhappy to
spenda little timehelpingmyguests get closer
to somebeautiful feathered friends. They’re not
hard to findat all during our travels. Evenour
hotel groundspresent somegreat opportunities.

If you are interested todip your toe in thewater
withBhutanesebirds,make sure to chatwithme
before the tour begins andplan topack anice
long lens. I’malways happy to share some time
helping youget started.

You can learnmore aboutwhat birdswemight
seebydownloading the followingPDF:

ewenbell.com/bb-pdf

BIRDS
INBHUTAN

https://ewenbell.com/bb-pdf
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ART &
CREATIVITY

The camera is like apaintbrush, and in the
handsof different people itwill produce very
different images.

I specialise in teachingpeople about the creative
potential of photography, to gobeyond the
technical issues of a camera and start taking
creative control. Expression is at the heart of
great photography, sharing your perspective,
your view, your experience.

I’malso the author of thebook “ReIMAGINE -
changing your photographyby changing your
perspective”

A fewbasic principles underpin the art of travel
photography. GoSlow.Get Closer. Look for the
Light. Findout for yourself howmuch inspiration
canflow from three very simple ideas.
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BHUTANESE
FOOD

Bhutanese cuisine is dominatedby yak cheese
and chilli, but don’t be fooled into thinking you
need toopt for “bland” to avoid the “spicy”.
There is a lot of really great local cuisine onoffer
andour local teamknowhow tomake suremy
groups get a chance to enjoy it.

I’ve been running tours here for over a decade
andhaveworkedhard to side-step the “tourist”
food. Sometimesweeat at truck stops, other
timeswehave secret local restaurantswhere the
chicken curry is so good you’ll want it again.
Oftenwepack apicnic for thedrive sowe can
stop as thephotography schedule dictates.

At the festivalswe gohardon local stalls and
make themost of hand-mademomos. I’ve
literally published articles on the food inBhutan,
and I’ll domybest to ensure yougohome
having enjoyed it.
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Ourphotographic journeys appeal to both the
youngandold, the experiencedandnovice.
Most tours aremadeupof people aged 25 to 65,
andoccasionally older or younger still. It doesn’t
matterwhat your skills and interest in
photography are, youwill enjoy sharing a
creative and immersive experiencewith like
mindedpeople.

You can read feedback frompast travellers,
goingbackover a decade, onphotography tours
by visiting this link below...

ewenbell.com/feedback

WHOTRAVELS
WITHUS?

https://ewenbell.com/feedback
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Myname is EwenBell and I’m the guywhodesigns
these tours so you canget great photos andexperience
amarvellous adventure.Mywork is published all over
theworld in travel brochures, the travelmedia and
photographymagazines includingNational
Geographic in theUSAandFood&Travel in theUK.My
depthof experiencewith leading tours is impressive,
with over 50 tours andworkshops completed in recent
decades across Asia, TheHimalayas, Australia,
Antarctica andScandinavia.

“Thepeople of Bhutan are deeply proudof their
country and culture. Rightly so. Hiddenaway in these
Himalayan valleys are communities that embody a
sustainable lifestyle in harmonywith the landscape.
Happiness is earnedhere.”

It’s kindofweird talking aboutmyself and “selling”
myself to youhere! But really, I do knowa thingor two
about photography andhow to teachphotography.
Perhapsmost importantly, I care aboutmaking sure
YOUgohomewith great photos.

ewenbell.com

MEET
EWENBELL
YOURPHOTOGRAPHYGUIDE

https://ewenbell.com/
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Ian has travelled extensively in Australia, NewZealand,
Great Britain, Scandinavia, Europe, TheHimalayas,
South-East Asia, North America andmuchof thePacific
regions,where hehas built up an extensive photo library,
which is usedby variousmedia outletsworld-wide.

His travel and landscapephotographybecamewell
knownover twenty years agowhenhis column started to
appear in thePhoto-master andTotal Imagemagazines.
Since thenhiswork has beenpublished in countless
books, Photographymagazines and travel brochures
andhis images are currently representedby theworld’s
largest photo Libraries. Ian also conducts around six
Photographicworkshops each year both locally and
internationally. He also gives lectures andpresentations
at Clubs andSocieties to helpmemberswhoare
passionate about developing further in their
photographic knowledge and skills. Ian is aGrandMaster
of PhotographyAPS, anAssociate of the AIPPand
currently serves as President of the Victorian Association
of Photographic Societies.

ianrolfelightscapes.com
ianrolfephotography.net

MEET
IANROLFE
YOURPHOTOGRAPHYGUIDE

https://ewenbell.com/
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WhatWe Include
Visa arrangements for Bhutan
All accommodation andmeals
All permits, taxes andeducation fund
Tips for local guides is already covered
Local guides and your photographic guide

Extra Cash?
There are nohidden extras andno sneaky
“local payments”. Youwon’t need topay for
muchwhile inBhutan, just your drinks and
laundry are thebiggest expenses. Souvenir
shopping ismodest inBhutan andmost of
the timewe’re far away fromshops anyway :)

We recommenda local simcard for reliable
internet access ($25) andwill help youget
onebefore leaving Thimphu.

ALL
INCLUSIVE
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Dates
2023: November 19 - December 03

Price
US$10,288

GroupSize
Maximumof 8people

Inclusions
The instructingphotographer anda local
guide are included for this tour. Other
inclusions include: Allmeals, theBhutan
Visa fee, all transfers in andaroundBhutan,
the internal flight fromParo toBumthang,
themandatory TourismDevelopment Fee,
theBhutanGovernment Taxes (35%) andall
entry fees to temples&monuments.

Accommodation
Amix of 4 star resort, charming guest houses
and tourist gradehotels. Lots of variety. All
accommodation is on a twin-share basis
unless you select to pay the single
supplement ofUS$1270.

Difficulty Rating
Our private bus for the tripwill haveplenty of
extra room for camera gear. This is not a
trekking tour, but does have somechallenges
if your lifestyle does not includedailywalking.
Thehike up toTigersNest is the hardest
sectionwith two to three hours of uphill
walking.

Not included
• Flight to and fromBhutan
• Itemsof personal nature
• Beverages, laundry, phone& internet

The itinerary informationmay vary
slightly for your specific departure,
aswe continuously research and
develop each trip. Inclement
weather or other factors outside
our controlmay also necessitate
minor alterations.

THEFINE
PRINT
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2023,November 19 -December03

15days
Max groupof 8
Twin Share: US$10,288
Single RoomUpgrade +US$1270

Hit thewebsite to bookonline. Deposits
are required to confirmyour place and can
bepaid via credit cardor bankdeposit.

ewenbell.com/bhutan

HOWTO
BOOK

https://ewenbell.com/bhutan

